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The value and benefits of integrating Social Sciences and Humanities

European Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) are world class, especially considering
their diversity. They are indispensable in generating knowledge about the dynamic changes
in human values, identities and citizenship that transform our societies. They are engaged in
research, design and transfer of practical solutions for a better and sustainable functioning
of democracy. Their integration into Horizon 2020* (H2020) offers a unique opportunity to
broaden our understanding of innovation, realigning science with ongoing changes in the

ways in which society operates.

1. Innovation is a matter of change in organisations and institutions as well as technologies.
It is driven not only by technological advances, but also by societal expectations, values
and demands. Making use of the wide range of knowledge, capabilities, skills and
experiences readily available in SSH will enable innovation to become embedded in
society and is necessary to realise the policy aims predefined in the “Societal Challenges”.

2. Fostering the reflective capacity of society is crucial for sustaining a vital democracy.
This can be achieved through innovative participatory approaches, empowering European
citizens in diverse arenas, be it through participation as consumers in the marketplace, as
producers of culture, as agents in endangered environments, and/or as voters in European
democracies.

3. Policy-making and research policy have much to gain from SSH knowledge and
methodologies. The latter lead to new perspectives on identifying and tackling societal
problems. SSH can be instrumental in bringing societal values and scientific evaluation
into closer convergence.

4. Drawing on Europe’s most precious cultural assets, SSH play a vital role in redefining
Europe in a globalising world and enhancing its attractiveness.

5. Pluralistic SSH thinking is a precious resource for all of Europe’s future research and
innovation trajectories, if it can be genuinely integrated. HZ020 offers this opportunity for

the first time.

(1) *Horizon 2020 : EU OREREMECRIC 80 2 HEREAENEA 70 7 5 AT, HEORE
Flf ARG EICH Y T 5, fF8iE Framework Program (FP) L BEE#L T w48, 2014 £E
& 2020 SED PR 412 D T i Horizon 2020 & #FasEE s iz, FIEBERORE LK
MOBFRRICHUMNT 5 2 LB EERTH 245, kDL ECA /=y a Y EEFHLT
W3 RIERaRD 5,
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[No. 4] ROXOWRFELEHT LD LTHERLZLN DB END,

To a virus like Ebola, people are kindling — the more there are, the easier it is to spread.
Africa’s population has exploded over the past few decades, and the continent is now home to
more than 1.1 billion people. That growth is set to continue: a recent U.N. report projected
that Africans will make up nearly 40% of the planet’s population by the end of the century.
Africans are increasingly mobile, whether traveling by road or by air, which is how an
American infected in Liberia managed to spread Ebola to the former capital of Nigeria, Lagos,
home to more than 20 million people. “Ebola outbreaks used to occur in Central Africa, but
in West Africa the villages are closer together and the roads are easier to travel,” says Robert
Garry, a Tulane University virologist who has been involved in the Ebola response. “Once the
virus is in a city, it's difficult to ring it off and stop the spread.”

That’s especially true of desperately poor countries like Liberia or Sierra Leone, where
health care systems were barely adequate even before Ebola. “We were not prepared to really
fight this battle in terms of the material, the training, the people, the expertise,” Liberian
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf told Liberian health workers on Aug. 10. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention is now sending dozens of staffers to West Africa, and on Aug.
4 the World Bank pledged up to $200 million to help support the global response, but for too
long, underresourced aid groups like Doctors Without Borders were the only international
forces on the ground fighting the outbreak. Fear of the disease among local populations has
made control that much more difficult, with some people hiding sick relatives and even
attacking medical personnel. “There is such unevenness in terms of capability and capacity
that every country on the planet is more vulnerable,” says Gayle Smith, senior director at the
National Security Council. “We can't afford for health-security reasons for there to be hig

holes in the net.”
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