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(1) FIFTY YEARS ago, the sociologist Seymour Martin Lipset pointed out that
rich countries are much more likely than poor countries to be democracies.
Although this claim was contested for many years, it has held up against
repeated tests. The causal direction of the relationship has also been questioned:
Are rich countries more likely to be democratic because democracy makes
countries rich, or is development conducive to democracy? Today, it seems clear
that the causality runs mainly from economic development to democratization.
During early industrialization, authoritarian states are just as likely to attain high
rates of growth as are democracies. But beyond a certain level of economic
developmient, democracy becomes increasingly likely to emerge and survive.

(Foreign Affairs 200943 ~4 B8)

(2) We, the human species, are confronting a planetary emergency— a threat to
the survival of our civilization that is gathering ominous and destructive potential
even as we gather here. But there is hopeful news as well: we have the ability to
solve this crisis and avoid the worst— though not all- of its consequences, if we
act boldly, decisively and quickly.

However, despite a2 growing number of honorable exceptions, too many of the
world's leaders are still best described in the words Winston Churchill applied to
those who ignored Adolf Hitler’s threat: “They go on in strange paradox, decided
only to be undecided, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for drift, solid for
fluidity, all powerful to be impotent.”

So today, we dumped another 70 million tons of globalwarming pollution into
the thin shell of atmosphere surrounding our planet, as if it were an open sewer.
And tomorrow, we will dump a slightly larger amount, with the cumulative
concentrations now trapping more and more heat from the sun.

As a result, the earth has a fever. And the fever is rising. The experts have
told us it is not a passing affliction that will heal by itself. We asked for a
second opinion. And a third. And a fourth. And the consistent conclusion,
restated with increasing alarm, is that something basic is wrong.

{(Al's Journal, Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech)
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